RELIGION OR CREED

Part 1

The timeless Supreme Lord –
is a Loving –Being
is an extreme lover
is an embodiment of love.
For this reason His ‘command’, ‘word’, ‘Bani’(religious scripture) is
also boundless, complete and loving.
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True is the Master, True is His Name-speak it with infinite love.
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The Bani of the Lord's Love is the pointed arrow, which has pierced my mind,
O Lord King.
449
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The Love of the Name is the greatest treasure, O Siblings of Destiny;
through it, emotional attachment to Maya is dispelled.

640

In this way the Timeless One becoming a ‘form of love’ is pervading
through ‘Shabadh’ in the whole universe.
4

My Lord and Master is imbued with love; He is totally permeating and
pervading all.
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The Beloved Himself obeys His Will, and He Himself issues His Command. 606
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God is present at every place, on every side and in every corner and His
universal love exists everywhere
Jaap Sahib 80

The light-like ‘love ray’ of the Timeless One is pervading in all the
creatures of the universe. In other words the reflection of the Divine
Spiritual love-affection-fondness is present in everything and in every
creature of the universe.
It is with this –
pull of love
1
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desire of love
string of love
new love
that every creature and every particle of the creation is being pulled
continuously by the Divine Love towards its centre, the Timeless One.
1

I have fallen in love with my Beloved Lord. ||Pause||
Cutting it, it does not break, and releasing it, it does not let go. Such is the
string the Lord has tied me with.
827

It is with this ‘Divine ‘love string’ that everything or every creature is
experiencing the ‘pull’ towards one another.
Like attracts like.
2

As metal melts into metal again, so does love melt into love.
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The doctrine of the flow or ‘attachment’ of this
chord of love
link of love
Divine pull
is said to be –
Religion
Evolution (salvation)
Divine Will.
This ‘religion’ is written in each and every particle of the whole
creation and is evident and prevailing, secretly and consistently, in the flow
of the command through the ages from the very beginning.
This decree-like Divine ‘religion’ cannot be written in books because
this ‘Divine Religion’ is –
all knowing
wordless
Language less
2
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country less
without discrimination
limitless
truth
unavoidable
unerring
eternal
secret
preordained
without second love
without jealousy
beyond the reach of intellect.
It is according to the ‘command within the seeds of the vegetation that
from each seed different types of plants germinate, grow, flourish and fruit.
But there are differences in the branches, leaves, fruits and their ages.
The intellect and thinking power in vegetation and other creatures is
limited as a result of which they cannot use their wisdom, reasoning or
rationality and (as such) they cannot interfere in the hidden flow of the
‘inlaid’ command of ‘religion’. That is why they are spontaneously and
unknowingly abiding and cultivating their individual ‘in-laid’ divine
‘religion’.
In this way they are unknowingly and automatically nurturing the
(Gurbani) line, ‘Obey O Nanak! the preordained order of the Lord’s Will.”.
For this reason their natural evolution is automatically taking place. This is
in fact their ‘preordained’ innate personal religion’.
For their evolution, no external religion or creed is necessary, nor is
‘propagation’ (of religion) is needed.
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These creatures are cultivation the Divine, hidden, unerring personal
religion of following the ‘inlaid’ command’ unknowingly, innocently and
honestly.
3

These creatures are not Hindus, Muslims, Christians; nor are they
followers of Musa. They are just earning their inlaid ‘personal religion’
within the ambit of the ‘signs’ that God has blessed them with.

When a child is conceived in the mother’s womb, its nurturing takes place
according to the ‘inlaid command’ in an extraordinary and marvellous way.
The mother has no knowledge of this secret miraculous ‘nourishment’, and
neither does her wisdom work. Even the child is not aware of this
nourishment.
The conception, growth, flourishment, safety and nourishment of the
child, in the intense heat of the womb is an extremely surprising wonderful
Divine miracle, in which, neither the mother’s nor the child’s wisdom,
interference or effort can work.
This Divine ‘miraculous play’ was written intrinsically in that one
‘sperm’ which in the womb –
quietly
secretly
unknowingly
unconsciously
spontaneously
by itself
under the ‘flow’ of some secret hidden power, is an astonishing wonder of
the Divine Command for which, neither do we have the time nor have we
felt any need to –
to pay attention to it
think about it
value it
feel surprised
be grateful
move into a state of amazement.
4
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In the following Gurbani verse mention is made of how one can
express the wondrousness and the gratefulness of this miracle –
Think of the Glory of the All-pervading Lord, O mortal;
what is your origin, and what is your appearance?
He who fashioned, adorned and decorated you
- in the fire of the womb, He preserved you.
In your infancy, He gave you milk to drink.
In the flower of your youth, He gave you food, pleasure and understanding.
As you grow old, family and friends are there to feed you as you rest.
This worthless person has not appreciated in the least, all the good deeds done
for him.
If you bless him with forgiveness, O Nanak, only then will he be saved.
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When a child is born, the mother thinks of the plans for the upbringing,
happiness, education etc. of the child and continues to give her good wishes,
and love-filled blessings and expressing deep devotion and affection, she
makes every type of sacrifice (for her child).
From the time of conceiving the child and even after birth, the motherly
love that sprouts, is for the new born a reflection of Divine Love.
In this way
The sprouting of motherly love
The secret nurturing in the womb
Giving birth with extreme pain
The flow of milk in the breasts
Upbringing with love
Becoming a well wisher
Loving and cuddling
5
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Playing
Becoming devoted and affectionate
Being a sacrifice
etc. – all these subtle affectionate feelings of motherly love are in fact
the manifestation
the expression
the natural tendency
the symbol
of the ‘command-like’ Divine Religion in the mother’s mind. But the
mother is ignorant of this ‘inlaid command’ of Divine Love and regarding
the child as her own, becomes entangles in ‘attachment-affection’.
In other words, for the welfare and nurturing of every being all prearrangements are already in place according to the ‘inlaid command’.
There are many parts of our body such as brain, eyes, nose, lungs,
heart, liver, kidneys, bones, flesh, blood vessels, nerves etc. all of which are
dependent on one another. This inter-connection and cooperation, day and
night, awake or asleep, unknowingly, unconsciously, automatically (these
parts) are gradually working in a hidden manner in the flow of some secret,
unrecognizable, complete, limitless, languageless, unwritten Divine
‘Command’ of which we are unaware and unconcerned.
The seed of the flower grows into a plant according to the [inlaid
command’. The
stem
branches
leaves
flowers
and–
the appearance
the structure
the petals
the colour
6
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the fragrance
the sweetness
the age
the seasons
etc. of that plant to experience the manifestation of various natural
attributes, the Divine ‘command’ secretly and quietly operates in the seed.
For the manifestation or ‘flow’ of this command, no external
interference or guidance or intellectual wisdom is necessary.
In other words every ‘creature of this universe grows, flourishes, and
‘diffuses’ in the guidance and ‘flow’ of the eternal, unerring, all knowing,
assisting command of his Creator – the Timeless Being. In this way, they
(the creatures) quietly obey and cultivate in their lives the inlaid ‘command’
written in them.
It is clear from the above examples, that obeying and cultivating the
‘inlaid command’, is in fact the ‘preordained’ ‘personal religion’, ‘creed’ or
‘spirituality’ of the creatures. It is not necessary to understand, learn or
acquire this religion, nor is it possible for it to be taught, explained or
‘forced’ upon them from the outside.
In this way this ‘inlaid command’ of the hidden religion is for every
creature–
its ‘purpose of life’
its ‘individual religion’
its ‘Perfect Divine Law’
its ‘worldly happiness’
its ‘salvation’
its ‘innate seed’
its (Inlaid command) which sprouted from within
is all pervading
is independent of external religions
is free of rituals
7
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is beyond the comprehension of the intellect
is a Gift
is Grace
is a secret
is boundless
is unerring.
The 8.4 million creatures, while moving spontaneously according to the
flow of their innate ‘inlaid’ divine ‘religion’ are unknowingly doing
continuous meditating and are thus cultivating their own individual personal
religion. In this way their ‘meditation’ becomes ‘life giving’.
1

The earth and the Akaashic ethers meditate in remembrance.
The moon and the sun meditate in remembrance on You, O treasure of virtue.
Air, water and fire meditate in remembrance. All creation meditates in
remembrance.
1078
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For the remembrance of the Lord, the whole world was established.
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He cherishes His living beings in so many ways.
That which He has created meditates on Him.
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This ‘life-activity’ is the movement of the subtle chord of love of some
unmentionable and secret ‘silent-love’ which is eternally pulling the
creatures towards the Divine ‘Source’.
The gradual motion of the pull or life-current of this ‘chord of love’ in
the innermost consciousness is in fact the ‘individual spiritual religion of
ever creature.
Because of low intelligence, the 8.4 million creature are ignorant of the
‘Divine Religion’ preordained in them. This ignorance is salvation giving
and a blessing in disguise for them.
They are innocently and unknowingly cultivating their Divine
‘command-like’ ‘inlaid religion’.
They are not egoistic about cultivating their religion like human beings.
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They automatically live in contentment and obey God’s Will. Unlike
human beings they do not criticized, complain, show grievance etc.
8.

With the cultivation of their internal divine religion, their spiritual
evolution takes place automatically.
In this way their ignorance is in fact salvation-giving to them.
Unlike human beings they do not repeat their cleverness and
cunningness and do not go against their divine religion.
For this reason they stand ‘acquitted’ from the results of their actions.
Therefore it is clear that the 8.4 million life-forms are cultivating the
‘inlaid’ divine religion quietly and unknowingly, and becoming absorbed in
the gradual motion of their command from within, they are making their life
fruitful by abiding in the will of their creator, the Timeless Being.
Thus it is clear from the above discussion that in this divine commandlike inlaid religion, there is no room for –
discrimination
enmity-confrontation
jealousy-duality
hatred
religious bias or intolerance
collisions
quarrels
fights.
This is why among the 8.4 millions of life-forms there can be no –
struggle
trouble
murders
tyranny
in the name of ‘religious intolerance’.
9
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When man, passing through these births attains the supreme human
form of life, then the Timeless Being bestows special gifts (blessings) upon
him:1

God has created man in His Own Image.
O my mind, you are the embodiment of the Divine Light - recognize your
own origin.
441
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Man has been blessed with profound intelligence so that he –
can recognise his ‘self’.
can recognise his ‘creator’.
can recognise his ‘command-like’ religion.
can give right spiritual guidance to his ‘life’.
can be saved from the cycle of births and deaths.
can make his valuable life successful.
can be absorbed again into his ‘creator’ the Timeless Being’.
can use correctly the gifts given by God.

This point has been mentioned in Gurbani thus –
Wisdom which leads to arguments is not called wisdom.
Wisdom leads us to serve our Lord and Master; through wisdom, honor is obtained.
Wisdom does not come by reading textbooks; wisdom inspires us to give in charity.
Says Nanak, this is the Path; other things lead to Satan.
1245
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Man has been made the chief (sovereign) of all other creations
He installed you above the heads of all creatures;
Out of all the 8.4 million species of beings,
God blessed mankind with glory.
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Amongst the 8.4 million life forms, the human life is supreme.
Var Bh. Gur.15/3
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Limitless gifts of the whole universe have been bestowed (on man).
God is Bountiful and Magnificent; He never comes up empty.
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You entrusted everything to me, when I became Your slave.
The 8.4 million species of beings all work to serve me.

1096
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Various limitless materialistic resources have been bestowed for
man’s physical and mental comfort.
God the Banker gives endless capital to the mortal.
who eats, drinks and expends it with pleasure and joy.
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Why forget Him, who has given us everything?
Why forget Him, who is the Life of the living beings?
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For man’s salvation various ‘religions’ have been started
according to his needs. For the propagation of these religions and
for giving the right spiritual direction, limitless teachings and
inspirational scriptures have been created. To give correct ‘lifedirection’ to the forgotten and the stranded, many spiritual guides,
incarnations, religious books, teachers, prophets, holy men, saints,
devotees have been sent to this world.
In age after age, through all the ages, forever and ever, those who
belong to the Guru's Family shall prosper and increase.
Age after age, the Family of the True Guru shall increase. As Gurmukh,
they meditate on the Naam, the Name of the Lord.
79

The Lord Himself sent His Holy Saints, to tell us that He is not far away.

929

Throughout the ages, Your Saints are holy and sublime, O God.
They sing the Glorious Praises of the Lord, savoring it with their tongues. 1025

The surprising thing is that, despite being ignorant of the Divine
Blessings, the 8.4 million creatures with limited intelligence are fully
enjoying the benefits of these blessings and are automatically marking an
effort for their salvation (whereas) –
Man, while being sovereign among all the other creatures with his
profound intelligence, has become ignorant, indifferent and obstinate
towards his Divine aim, and is (thus) drifting towards hell.
Gurbani has elaborated on this subject as follows –
140

That scholar who is full of greed, arrogant pride and egotism, is known to be a fool.
He loves gifts, but he forgets the Giver.
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He does not enshrine the Generous Lord God, the Great Giver, in his mind, even for
an instant.
Greed, falsehood, corruption and emotional attachment - these are what he collects
within his mind.
261
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Our ego ridden mind makes wrong use of the God given profound
intelligence and discriminating power, and repeatedly using various devices
-methodologies, cleverness, gets ‘out of tune’ with the flow of the inlaid
‘command’ or ‘religion’, and wandering in his own ‘self will’, breaks off
from the Divine ‘chord of love’.
In ‘doubt-fallacy’ our discriminating power becomes weak or useless
as a result of which we become incapable of distinguishing or recognising
the bad from the good and unknowingly commit many types of sins.
In this way feeding our egotism, we nurture it and together with this,
the layer of our doubt-fallacy also becomes thick. The result of this is that
we drift even further from the command-like Divine Religion.
The regretful thing is that despite having –
such profound intelligence
various religions
various religious books
uncountable religious temple
limitless religious propogation
boundless knowledge – attention
limitless reading of scriptures
uncountable religious penance and rituals
limitless types of yoga involving austeries and self imposed strains
numerous religious leaders
man has not been able to acquire ‘knowledge’ of his –
self
Creator
Divine-command
‘In-laid’ religion
correct life guidance
salvation
12

and forgetting his own divine being,
12

he is being carried away towards hell and is living a low, dirty and
distressful life when compared to all other creatures who are ignorant.
It is necessary to research and discuss this pitiful and agonising
downfall of man.
The Timeless Being, creating man in his own image, has bestowed all
His powers on him (man).
Where the Timeless Being has bestowed boundless powers on man,
there, He has also put in the ‘doubt-fallacy’ of egotism which is very
powerful, serious and subtle.
1

This ego exists by the Lord's Order; people wander according to their past
actions.
466
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The Primal Lord, the Architect of Destiny, formed your form; He also burdened
you with egotism.
999

It is because of this doubt-fallacy of egotism that we –
cannot discover our ‘self’.
do not faith in the existence of the Timeless Being.
are unable to discover the Divine Command.
remain ignorant of the in-laid religion.
cannot enjoy the Divine blessings fully.
do not get to know our life-direction.
remain deprived of spiritual inheritance.
indulge in actions in egotism.
experience the results of these ego-ridden actions.
get entangled again and again in the cycle of birth.
3

In doubt he comes, and in doubt he goes.This world is born out of the love of duality.
The self-willed manmukh does not remember the Lord; he continues coming and going
in reincarnation.
161
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Deluded by doubt, the world wanders around.
It dies, and is born again, and is ruined by the Messenger of Death.
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O Holy people, this world is deluded by doubt.
584
It has forsaken the meditative remembrance of the Lord's Name, and sold itself out to Maya.
Without the Name, they wander and wander and wander, and waste away.
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Some examples are being given of the ‘doubt-fallacy’ of egotism –
1 In the theatre there are many actors who play many kinds of parts.
Every act, gesture conversation etc. on the stage is carried out totally
according to the plan made by the master (director). On the stage someone is
king, queen, donor, beggar, etc.- they disguise themselves and play their
respective roles. Everyone believes that he or she is not king or queen etc.
but have come to the stage to play their pre-decided role and (know) that in
reality they are all servants of the master. They are aware that they are not
‘free’ to do as they like. But if some actor ‘forgetting’ his master or
revolting against him, acts according to his self-will, then there is a hitch in
the play for which he is penalised.
Exactly in the same manner, the Master of the universe – the ‘Timeless
Being’ through His boundless ‘command’ has created they worldly ‘grandplay-show’ in which we are playing our respective parts.
Following the flow of this ‘command-like’ will with honesty is indeed
the cultivation of our inlaid Divine ‘Religion’.
As long as we play our respective parts according to the will of the
Timeless Being’s Divine plan, the ‘play-arena’ works without obstacle and
the ‘actor’ or (human) being gets praise.
But when the human beings forget their ‘Master’, the Timeless Being,
or turn away from Him, then, in the ignorance brought about by (worldly)
attachment-materialism, egotism gets hold of them, making them act as the
‘Master’ as the creator and sustainer where they do as they please.
For this reason human beings remain deprived of the Divine Blessings
and bound by action and reaction, they experience pain and pleasure
according to the principles or laws of materialism.
1

Whatever I did, for that I have suffered; I do not blame anyone else.

433
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One who walks according to his own will, O Siblings of Destiny, suffers
separation from the Lord, and shall be punished.

601

By your actions, you have bound yourself.
You come and go, entangled in Maya.

888
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2 Electric current is produced from the ‘power-house’. This current
lights up every ‘bulb’. In the bulb there is a filament, a very thin wire
through which the electrical current manifests itself as light. Around the
filament there is a covering of different types of glass. When the current
flows into it, it ‘lights’ up or becomes alive otherwise it goes off or goes
‘dead’.
The bulb gets its life from the current and the current comes from the
‘power-house’. The bulb has no life of its own; its life comes from the
existence of the current
Similarly the ‘source’ of life-manifestation or the power-house – is
indeed ‘Naam’ or ‘shabad’.
If the bulb, forgetting or disclaiming its source of ‘life-illumination’,
declares its own separate existence then it is a false, pretentious claim and
the bulb’s existence of egotism (as an independent self existing entity) is
baseless. The real existence or Being is the ‘Timeless Being’ and the
manifestation of Naam emerging from Him is in fact the life-like bulb’s in
laid command-d like ‘Divine Religion’.
Exactly in the same way there is only one ‘existence’ of the Timeless
Being from which ‘life-giving’ light is manifesting and operating in the
innermost consciousness of every creature. But in the ignorance of
materialistic doubt-fallacy, the human being is having a misconception that
he is some separate entity and is in full control of everything. Due to this,
there is the expression and manifestation of me-mineness in every aspect of
his life.
It has been mentioned earlier that the Divine ‘Command’ is indeed
Naam’s life-current or the invisible ‘spontaneous’ flow of ‘Divine Religion’.
Divine Command, Naam or in laid ‘individual religion’ is dwelling in
full in every particle.
Just as the electric current is one, but for its manifestation, there are
external appliances (like)bulb, tube, and other electrical devices, through
which the flowing current manifests itself as red, yellow, blue light
according to their colour.
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Similarly water is one but the colour and taste is according to the thing
mixed in it.
15

Exactly in the same way, it is the same ‘life-current’ that is operating
in all creatures, but its external manifestation of this ‘life-current’ varies
according to the hue or colour of the mind, intellect and sub-consciousness.
This means that there are two aspects of the manifestation and
expression of ‘life-current’.
1 Internal, invisible ‘spontaneous flow’ – which is pure, clean;
‘Naam’, Command and is the inlaid, individual religion.
2

Outward Expression –which is chromed by the reflection or colour

of the ego-ridden mind
the ego ridden intellect
the subconsciousness.
In both these situations, the common flow of Divine ‘life-current’ is in
fact said to be ‘inlaid Divine Religion’ of the different life-forms.

(continued.....Lekh 47)
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